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WELCOME, to Fall issue of The Spinneret. As we move into this season Nature pours forth her bounty. Plants and animals
alike cast their collective efforts before the coming winter. Ants and termites that have worked all summer cast their dice in
swarms of winged reproductive frenzy. At Beacon this is a time of renewal and preparation. See the Evolution column for
information about new services and changes here. As we evolve we want to continue to be the kind of company you can
recommend to others. Please feel free to tell us what you think. If you have an issue you would like us to focus on please let me

know. -Ed Mitchell, President.
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Bats In Your Attic?

If you happen to be

outside enjoying one of

our warm summer

evenings you have

probably encountered

one of the most

fascinating and often [

maligned animals on this  Poc Protaoe kosac
planet. Little Brown Bat

A lot of scary folk superstitions and myths have grown up
around bats but the truth is this animal is more beneficial than
we ever suspected.

During the founding of our nation bat caves were protected for
the bat droppings as a military source of potassium nitrate (a
primary component of black powder).

Although most of us are aware of bats as predators of
mosquitoes few realize bats are often principal predators of
crop pests.

Many bat species are pollinators. Many desert cacti rely
almost exclusively on nectar feeding bats. The agave cactus
which is the source of tequila produces 3000 times more seeds
in the presence of these bats.

Recent research with vampire bats has revealed an
anticoagulant in their saliva that can aid stroke victims that is
safer than conventional drugs and can be administered up to
nine hours following a stroke.

Here are some of the more common myths you may have
encountered.

ABl i nd a srthanotioathabbats have poor eyesight
seems to revolve around assumptions about this animals
night time feeding habits. Bats have eyes and excellent
daytime vision despite their nocturnal activities.

Bats are just mice or rats with wings. Even though
many bats are small and have tails and pointed noses they
are generally in a family of their own called chiroptera
which is more closely related to monkeys.

Bats will fly into your hair. | have no idea how this myth
could have started other than hysteria. Even in full flight a
bat can fiseed your hair | ong
bats are flying around you it is more likely they are

attracted to the mosquitoes attracted toyou. Co nt i n u e d @dome in western Washington will encounter

By now most of us have had at least one summer project that
has left us with leftover lumber. Maybe it was last years pro-
ject but somehow there is that stuff that is too good to throw
out and now, there it sits stashed against the foundation or
tucked under the deck awaiting the chance to be useful again.

This stuff is great for ants and termites to nest under and can
give them easy access to the
ground dwelling spiders and rodents. Wood stored on the
ground will eventually rot even if it is pressure treated. ltems
stacked against the walls of your home reduce air flow and
trap moisture in the wall.

If items must be stored outside they should be kept 12 inches
from the wall and placed on some form of decay resistant
support to isolate it from the soil and discourage ant and ter-
mite activity.<

It really is going to rain here
again and gutter gardens like this
will make you miserable. Time to
get busy while there is still some
sun. <

Wildlife Rescue:

Seal. Wa. Dept. of Fish & Wildlife
& National Marine Fisheries agents |5
arranged for its transport to Point [
Defiance Zoo then Oregon Coast
Aquarium for rehabilitation.<

Creepy Crawlies:

Late August and early September mark the traditional swarm-
ing season for moisture ants and damp wood termites. These
insects can often be seen flying out of stumps and rotting
wood at dawn and dusk.

Frequently they will wait till after a rain to improve the chance
obfiading plages that wilt retaingvatérangl ed i n it .
Swarming insects emerge in such numbers that almost every
Cont.i
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The Swarming Hoards
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Critter Chronicles (continued)

Bats have rabies. This is a half truth, actually a 1/2 of 1%
truth. Most mammals can carry rabies but the bat is a
dead end host for this disease. It is not an illness endemic
in bats.

Western culture has a particular fear of bats resulting from
stories like Dracula and other folk tales but many societies
revere them. In China and Japan bats are often symbols of
good luck, happiness, and long life.

It is believed that bats make up as much as 1/4 of all mammals
on earth and of the 4000 species of mammals only bats have
achieved true flight.

Bats have survived since prehistoric times by filling a niche no
other animal has, that of the night time sky.

Although they can see they do not rely on their vision to hunt at
night. By squeaking and listening to the echoes they utilize a
form of sonar that allows them to capture flying insects while
moving at speeds up to 10 mph. This sonar has an effective
range of about 3 feet so it can take amazing feats of aerobatics
to snare their prey. Often insects are not caught in their
mouths but are scooped out of the air with the tail or wings.

The fALittle Brown Bato is t
and feeds exclusively on insects.

These nocturnal aviators mate in the fall and spend the winter
in caves called
bodies through the winter and fertilize themselves in the spring
before seeking summer roosts where they will raise their
young.

Little Brown Bats produce only one offspring per year but can
live in excess of 30 years.

Like most mammals, young bats are helpless at birth and rely
on their mothers milk until they can hunt for themselves but
they can often fly in as little as 3 weeks. Mother bats will tend
each others young or leave the young hanging in the roost
while they go to feed.

Bats have very high metabolisms
and nursing females may
consume their body weight in one
night. They can digest their food
in as little as one hour and tend to
feed in several flights each night
with rest in between. It is this rest
between feedings that tends to
cause bats to visit our porches at
night leaving their droppings which
are often mistaken for rodent
droppings.

While bats are beneficial animals they should be discouraged
from roosting in our homes. Their high metabolisms cause
these animals to produce copious amounts of feces and urine.
This can lead to odor problems and under the right conditions
can support organisms that can cause respiratory distress.

Bats can also carry parasites that can migrate into homes.
Though all these conditions are very rare they should be
avoided when possible.

The best way to manage bats in your home is exclusion. This
is best achieved by sealing openings that the animals use to
enter your home (usually the attic). If at all possible repairs
should be performed in late October after bats leave for the
hibernaculum to avoid the chance of trapping babies or
destroying adults. Continued...
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Bat resting on beam above
porch.

Critter Chronicles (continued)

If droppings need to be removed they should be handled with
caution. A respirator and other safety equipment are needed
to safely handle large quantities of droppings or remove them
from enclosed spaces even if the incidence of pathogens is
low.

As a client of BEACON if you believe bats are roosting in your
home you can contact us for a free consultation. More detailed
information about bats, bat houses and bat conservation can
be found at www.batsnorthwest.org or www.batcon.org <

Creepy Crawlie

some of these large brown insects inside. Occasionally, wind
driven insects will accumulate against a wall where they shed
their wings and walk off looking for nest sites. This can be
quite unnerving but if your home is in good repair they can not
nest in your home.
By themselves the swarmers are harmless but if you find
them coming out of a building in large numbers you should
get expert help as this is often a sign of a bigger problem. For
these insects to swarm from a building requires a source of
Eﬁ?ﬁ[eg tp_at % “é“rﬁ”rx Scﬁomp.ag'%d. YrOt's 8 e g i,es of
ese insects cannot survive without a Constant Supply of
water so it is seldom necessary to use pesticides to control
them.

but can mean having a contractor dismantle portions of the
building to find and eliminate the source of the water. As
daunting as it seems the repairs should not be put off for long
because decay can progress quickly and the insects can help
spread the damage.<

www.BeaconPestControl.com l'tdés final
you can go on-line for insect info, reliable insect and wildlife
links and back issues of The Spinneret. This is a work in
progress and will eventually become a portal for you to
manage your account, track service at your home and even
schedule service 24/7 watch this column for new services as
they become available.

John Mitchell

John joins the team having grown
up in the family business. He has
been working landscaping for the
last two years and spent the
summer ranching in the Canadian
Rockies pending his certification
as a pest control technician. John
is an avid motorcyclist, snowboard
enthusiast and wildlife rescue & E
volunteer. ~ i )

New Technician:

You can expect expert service and dedication from this latest
member to BEACON.<

IService Targets:
Current applications are focused on spiders, and millipedes.

Suspend (deltamethrin) is being applied to foundations, siding
and eaves and grounds adjacent to the foundation.

We do guaranty the performance of our services.

If you have problems or questions regarding your service
please call promptly. @-«
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