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Critter Chronicles: 

Seals are a very common 
feature here on the 
beaches of  Grays 
Harbor.  

You may occasionally 
encounter “stranded” 
animals but usually they 
are resting. 

Seals and sea lions are 
called pinnipeds which 
literally means “winged feet”.  Recent research has revealed 
that these animals are closely related to bears. 

Pinnipeds are protected by the Federal Government under the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act and there are strict limitations 
governing how we are allowed to interact with these animals. 

If you encounter a seal, the principal rules are stay back (at 
least 100 feet) and leave it alone.  Keep dogs and children 
away, notify authorities.  DO NOT feed, pour water on or try to 
return to water. 

These animals have a need to use our beaches undisturbed.  
Some species, like elephant seals which periodically shed their 
skin, will create a wallow where they may stay for over a month.  
In this condition the seal is easily agitated as its skin cracks and 
bleeds while it sloughs off.  Approaching this animal can get 
you injured quick.  

Some animals can be dangerous because of their size others 
can carry zoonotic diseases which can be transmitted to us or 
our pets.  Petting, feeding, approaching them or allowing your 
dog to approach them is considered harassment and can net 
you substantial fines if you are caught. 

In the past 17 years we have encountered Elephant seal, 
Steller sea lion, California sea lion, Northern fur seal and on two 
occasions a rare Guadalupe fur seal, but the most common 
visitors to our beaches are the harbor seals. 

Harbor seal pups in Grays Harbor are born in May and are 
frequently found alone on the beach.  This is normal and does 
not mean the animal is abandoned or stranded.  Adult female 
seals are shy and will not come ashore for a pup if there is 
activity nearby. 

Continued… 

The Honey Do Listé   

As natures bounty buds fourth in a flourish of green it’s time to 
get out the garden tools and do battle with the jungle surround-
ing the house. 

Those tree branches touching the roof encourage rodent activ-
ity and can allow insects to bypass the applications made to 
your home. 

Trim branches to create a minimum clearance of 5 feet and in 
areas where squirrels are active clearance should be in-
creased to 10 feet. 

Vegetation growing against the siding 
of your home creates harborage for 
rodents and insects which can invade 
your home.  They also block air flow 
along the siding increasing its moisture 
content and making it vulnerable to de-
cay and insect damage. 

Trim vegetation to create 12 inches 
clearance along the siding.  Bushes 
should be trimmed 12 inches up from 
the base and all leaf litter should be 
raked out.  

Evolution: 

Hurray!!! At the request of our clients we are happy to an-

nounce that we are now accepting Visa and Master Card.  So 
now while you protect your home you can rack up those 
BONUS Points. 

About your service.  You may have noticed that every 

bill we send out has a note to call us if you find “little black 
ants”.  This is because of the Odorous house ant.  This ant is 
one of the most common ants you will encounter and one of 
the most difficult to control.  The key to success with this ant 
is don't treat it yourself and call us as soon as they appear.   

Many times when these ants turn up people will forget to call.  
You know how it goes, “Honeyyyy… there are ants on the 
counter.  We need to remember to call the bug guy”.  Then 
two or three days later,  “we need to remember to call the bug 
guy”.  Pretty soon the bug guy shows up for the regular 

Continued… 

WELCOME, to The Spinneret.  As we move into summer many things are abuzz, both in nature and here at BEACON Pest 

Control.  Beacon is a growing and evolving company so keep an eye on the Evolution column for information about new services 
and changes in the pest control industry.  As we evolve we want to be moving in a direction that serves our clients best and 
keeps us the kind of company you can recommend to others.  Please feel free to tell us what you think.  If you have an issue you 
would like us to focus on please let me know. -Ed Mitchell, President. 

Pup being returned to herd. 
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Pups found outside of the harbor on our ocean beaches can 
often  be re-united with the herd. This can only be done after 
the animals have been observed for a minimum of 24-48 hours, 
unless the animal appears sick or injured, to insure a mother is 
not attending it.  After that the animals may be moved by the 
authorities.   

As far  as nature is concerned the annual pupping of Harbor 
seals is much like a salmon run.  Typically, up to 50% of pups 
do not survive the first year.  Fortunately, this level of mortality 
is normal.  Eagles, predators, and other scavengers rely on the 
pupping season to feed their young.   

Harbor seal mothers wean their young at about 4 to 6 weeks 
and the process is nothing short of abrupt.  When they decide 
the pups are old enough to be on their own they just don't come 
back to nurse.  Pups that don't learn to follow the herd and fish 
simply don't survive. 

About mid-July weaned pups learning to fish will start using our 
beaches to “haul out” and rest between fishing forays.  These 
are often confused by people as being newborn or dependant 
pups because of their size, but rest assured they are sporting a 
full set of teeth. 

Harbor seals are neither threatened nor endangered at this 
time.  The availability of rehabilitation for harbor seals is 
extremely limited and generally reserved for animals injured by 
human encounters. 

BEACON Pest Control has volunteered to be part of the marine 
mammal stranding network for the coast north of Grays Harbor 
for many years.   

If you find a beached Harbor seal or other marine mammal you 
can help start the monitoring process by contacting us or 
notifying the local police or state parks. You may also contact 
the Washington Stranding Network at (206) 526-6733 Ext. 1.  
Dead marine mammals should also be reported to us or at the 
stranding network number so researchers can gather data or 
samples. 

Incidents of shooting, harassment on the beach or operating a 
boat too close to a marine mammal can be reported to the 
NOAA Fisheries enforcement hotline at 1-800-853-1964.< 

Creepy Crawlies:  

Carpenter ants are an annual right of spring.  After a long 
winters nap they are starting to move around and many 
homeowners are already discovering these invaders. 

Carpenter ants only damage wood in the process of building a 
nest.  They feed mostly on aphids and scale bugs (milking them 
for honeydew) and those insects play a large role in explaining 
carpenter ant behavior.    Because insects like aphids feed on 
sap they are slaves to what plants do and plants are slaves to 
the seasons.  So, it goes something like this,  Plants move their 
sap into their roots for the winter, aphids can’t get the sap so  

 

Creepy Crawlies continued. 

they lay eggs or go dormant, aphids aren't producing 
honeydew so the carpenter ants go dormant.   

When spring returns, the sap returns, the aphids start 
producing honeydew and the carpenter ants wake up. 

Like many other insects, carpenter ants have built in alarm 
clocks that tell them when its spring.  But when carpenter ants 
nest in heated structures these clocks can get thrown off kilter. 

If you have seen carpenter ants in your home before May it is 
usually because there is a nest in the building.  These ants are 
often still half asleep wandering around looking for water and 
sweets.  If you do nothing at all you will stop seeing the ants 
indoors as they find sap feeding insects and establish feeding 
trails outdoors.  This doesn't mean they are gone, just foraging 
outside.  The colony will continue expanding in the building 
and if left untreated can do significant damage. 

Carpenter ants swarm right around Mothers Day and large 
ants with wings will be found in just about every home in 
western Washington.  These winged ants are the reproductive 
queens setting off to establish their own colonies. 

Because of the specific conditions needed for her to survive 
these queens do not pose a significant risk to your home.  The 
workers on the other hand are less conspicuous but are 
responsible for the damage that is done to homes.  

Be on the lookout for ants standing around on the foundation 
or decks.  They can often be detected at corners of the 
foundation.  

Carpenter ants will avoid hiking over rough terrain and will trail 
along sidewalks, decks, landscape edging and garden hoses.  
Utility lines coming to your home can also provide a pathway 
for them especially if they pass through tree branches.  

If you find trails of these ants, you should contact us promptly.  
Even if your current service doesn't have a warranty for 
carpenter ants, early detection can allow us to prevent an 
infestation. < 

Evolution continued from page 1 

service and it’s, “You know, I’ve been meaning to call you”.   

So along with this edition of The Spinneret  you should find a 
vinyl label to put on the door under the kitchen sink.  That way 
you don't have to remember to look for our number. It will be 
right there, handy, to remind you to call. 

So don't be shy, call before things get out of hand.  Oh!, and 
now would a good time to put the label up while you have a 
minute.< 

Wacky facts: 

Carpenter ant larva have a Velcro like fuzz on the outside 
of their bodies which the workers use to hang them on 
the walls of the nest while they are reared. 

Ancient mosquitoes trapped in amber millions of years 
old have been found with genetic material from long ex-
tinct animals still in their stomachs.  

The typical house fly takes only seven days to develop 
from egg to adult. 

Service Targets: 

Current applications are focused on spiders, ants, sow bugs, 
earwigs and millipedes.     

We are using a combination of liquid products this time of 
year.  In areas where carpenter ants are active Termidore 
(fipronil) is being applied to foundations.  This product is 
highly effective against ants but has low impact on mammals. 

For spiders and other crawling insects Suspend 
(deltamethrin) is being applied to siding and eaves.  

We do guaranty the performance of our services. 

 If you have problems or questions regarding your service 
please call promptly. 


