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WELCOME, to Winter issue of The Spinneret.

This is a special time of year for us here at BEACON Pest Control.

Mother

nature gives us a break from the termites, ants and spiders just in time to enjoy the holidays and get in some good skiing and

snowboardi But don't

ng.

think

it’s all fun and

for places to hole up for the winter. Additionally, winter is typically the time of year when hundreds of animals pass through our
doors in need of rescue. With all the animal activity, Wildlife Rescue takes center stage in this issue. Take a look and learn how

you can get involved. - Ed.

Wildlife Rescue:
Sign of The Times.

You may have noticed a new sign in front of our shop as you
|l eave town. It reads,
NEEDED” and underneath
animals need to be transported to that day.

ar e

This sign was generously constructed and donated by our
secretary Gerri Elzig and her sister Patti, to help call attention
to a growing need in our wildlife efforts.

BEACON Pest Control has been providing volunteer wildlife
rescue services on the north beach for almost 18 years.
What started out with an injured sea gull has turned into an
operation that encompasses everything from song birds to
whales.

Currently, we receive no external funding for these rescue
activities and donations made to us are funneled to the rehab
centers.

Much of what we do is reporting, observation, posting and
relocating of marine animals which we coordinate with
National Marine Fisheries, State Fish & Wildlife, and the state
park service.

The bulk of our wildlife rescue activities however, revolve
around capture, triage and transport of injured animals.
Transport being the most demanding part of the equation.
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Firewood Management.
There’

not hin
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the power goes out.

Wood stored outside often con-
tains overwintering insects like
beetles, wood wasp and yellow |
jackets. Let these warm up inside
for a while and you may be visited
by confused insects roused from
winter slumber.

Your main wood pile should be kept well away from the
house to discourage rodent and insect activity throughout the
year.

As you bring wood to the house you should bring only a 1 or
2 day supply and keep it outside until you are ready to put it
on the fire.

This is one way you can avoid having uninvited guests. At
least those of the insect variety. <

Creepy Crawlies:

A Pinch Of Salt.

In early Egyptian culture a mixture of
preservative salts were collected
from the deserts. This salt mixture,
called “natron”,
preserving the bodies of pharaohs on
their journey into the afterlife. Un-
known to these ancient Egyptians,
they were the first to use a mineral
called boron to preserve items of
great value.

Boron is an essential ingredient for life and is present in all
plants and animals.

The form of Boron most of us are familiar with is Borax. For
those of us who can remember black & white television,
“Death Valley Days” and “20
height of evening entertainment. Borax is the principle salt in
sea water and Borax deposits result when sea water evapo-
rates.
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Wildlife Rescue:

We deal with such a wide
variety of animals that we
must rely on the expertise of a
network of rehabilitators to
care for the animals we take
in. Most rehabilitators are
specialized in narrowly defined
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fields. Some work only with

song birds, others with raptors,

others only with small

mammals.

Because of this specialization they are scattered all over the
state and often can’t of fer
community.

Most of the animals we receive pass through one of three
facilities: Thurston County Animal Services in Lacey (this is a
collection point for several rehabilitators), We Are One
Wildlife Rescue Center in Centralia and Wildlife Rescue
Center of the North Coast in Astoria, Oregon.

Getting the animals to the rehabilitators alive requires prompt
transport. This is where the sign comes in and where you
can help most.

In a typical year we will move about three hundred animals,
usually in batches of one to three. This creates a heavy
demand for both manpower and vehicles.

What we hope to tap into here is your generosity. If you are
headed for the I-5 corridor or down the coast to Oregon and
see the “transport needed”
help by giving an animal a ride.

You will not be asked to transport any dangerous animal or
handle any animal directly. All animals will be packaged
securely for transport. Just a little space in the trunk or back
seat is all we need.

Now, if you're really feeling generous you can sign up as an
on call”’ transport
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eThe exoskeleton of a scorpio
violet light and will glow pink or green under the moonlight
or a black light. Fossilized scorpions still glow under ultra-
violet after 300 million years.

20 are classified as pests.
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never get bit by a

eCaterpillars aren’t t
cocoon. Flea larvae pupate in a silken co-
coon on the ground before turning into a real
pest!

B
»

sign f

vol unt e e offeringhtraatmenty éor weed nontra |

Creepy Cra

Borax has come a long way from being just a detergent addi-
tive. Though we seldom hear about it, Boron is an essential
ingredient of many common items we encounter. It is incor-
porated into Pyrex cookware, automobile windshields, Fiber-
glass insulation, computer circuits, coins, fertilizers and herbi-
cides.

At high doses borates can be used to kill insects, plants and
micro-organisms but when released into the environment
they diffuse to beneficial levels quickly. Borate products have
become a preferred method for protecting structures, not just
for their effectiveness, but for their lack of negative environ-
mental effects as well.
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Applied to wood as a liquid they impart many beneficial char-
acteristics. Treated wood resists mold & decay fungus and is
lethal to termites, carpenter ants and wood boring beetles. It
even acts as a fire retardant. All wood contains some water
and as a result the dissolved salts can be carried deep into
the wood with out pressure treatment. The mineral salt is
stable, permanent and doesn't degrade unless carried off by
exposure to water for long periods of time.

Borax as a dust is used to control many crawling insects in-
cluding insecticide resistant cockroaches and bed bugs.

Who would have thought that a treatment once used to pre-
serve kings would come to be used to preserve the homes of
king and commoner alike. <
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COMING SOON!

Personnel are currently expanding their
credentials to include herbicide
application. This means we will begin
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driveways and walkways starting this
spring.

Keep watching this column for further
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Winter services focus on preventive
treatment of the crawlspace under your
éheme with Iborate dust. This application
takes about 5 minutes to complete and
helps control insects in the crawlspace

== boring beetles, termites and carpenter
) ants.

If you are scheduled to receive an inspection this year you
wig find it accompanying this neésls Iftter. {hese injpections
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pests, rodent activity, moisture and other env;ronmental con-
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