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Peregrine Falcon Released  

What started out as a certain tragedy on a cold winter day has 
turned into a heartwarming story of perseverance and 
success.  

Wild life rescue takes a lot of different people with many 
different skills and the story of this falcon, who, because of 
her wild character, came to be known as ñExplosionò, 
provides a classic example of what it takes for a successful 
recovery. 

It all starts with Don Harter, an oyster farmer and resident of 
Burroughs Rd and his friend who spotted an injured bird 
walking around in the parking lot across from his home. 

The bird had an apparent 
wing injury so they 
brought it to our offices in 
the hopes of saving it. 

After a brief exam the bird 
was  packaged for 
transport and moved to 
Tumwater Veterinary 
Hospital where she was 
examined by DVM Greg 
Bennett.   

In the wild wing injuries in raptors are fatal. Even with 
rehabilitation broken wings often lead to complications that 
prevent the bird from being returned to the wild.  

X-ray revealed her wing was dislocated at the shoulder joint 
and her prospects for recovery went up significantly.  Dr. 
Bennett was able to reposition the wing and stabilize it for the 
healing process to begin but her journey to recovery would 
take many months and require constant attention.   

Initial responsibility for her care fell to Tammy Yuth.  Tammy 
works at Tumwater Veterinary Hospital and also operates We 
Are One Wildlife Rescue.  Most of the injured wildlife that 
comes to BEACON passes through her rehabilitation center in 
Centralia. 

After a few weeks of dining on frozen quail and allowing her 
wing to heal it was determined she was ready for the 
rehabilitation that would allow her to survive when she was 
released.          Continued... 

 

Wow! What a summer.  The sun finally made its debut just in time for the July festivities.  But despite a late start to summer, 
things have been very busy around here.  Wildlife Rescue experienced a lot of activity and a long awaited success. I personally 
extend my thanks to those volunteers who helped in transporting injured animals this year.  BEACON Pest Control successfully 
launched its new line of vegetation management services and we completed implementation of the new office software with 
surprisingly few bumps and no disasters.  We sincerely appreciate your support and patience as we continue to evolve. 

We hope your summer was as much fun as ours.                                                                                           Thank you. -Ed.  

Wildlife Rescue:  Creepy Crawlies:   

Subterranean Termites  

Here in western Washington we 
have the good fortune of having 
far fewer insect pests than much 
of the country.  This fact causes 
many people to believe that 
there is no need to be 
concerned about them. 

Unfortunately, we are not 
exempt, just at lower risk. 

The subterranean termite is a 
good example. 

There are many species of 
termite in the U.S. but the two 
most common here are the 
Dampwood termite and the 
Pacific Coast Subterranean 
termite. 

Dampwood termites, as the 
name implies, infest wood that 
has become saturated and only 
infest homes when there in an 
underlying moisture problem. 

Subterranean termites however 
will infest homes whether there 
is moisture or not. 

Usually when we think of insect colonies we tend to think of 
ant hills and bees nests.  Termite colonies are more 
amorphous, extending like root filaments in the soil.  The 
colony usually exists only within the top six inches of the soil 
but can span several acres. 

There are species of termite in the U.S. capable of removing 
10 pounds of wood from a home in as little as a month.  
Fortunately our local species is far less aggressive. 

Termites are ancient insects found in the fossil record dating 
back over 100 million years. Unlike other insects they have 
not evolved a shell capable of retaining water for long periods 
of time.  This creates a requirement for them to have a 
constant source of moisture. 

The termite has found an ingenious means of conducting 
moisture across great distances.  Continuedé 

Private accommodations at  
Tumwater Veterinary hospital. 

Termite worker 

Termite soldier  (foreground) 



A wing injury of this nature can be very difficult to recover 
from even after it heals.  The strength of the wing must be 
built up gradually to avoid reinjuring it but it must be strong 
enough to allow the bird to hunt effectively and avoid 
predators. 

An added complication for her recovery involved keeping her 
wild.  Birds that are handled for long periods of time loose 
their innate ability to see humans as a threat and can 
become victims to domestic animals or may see us as a 
ready source of food. 

Local falconer, Ross Matteson volunteered to take 
responsibility for the initial flight training of Explosion.  He 
recognized that, due to her personality, it would not be 
practical to train her to fly outside to a glove for the exercise 
she needed.  After a couple months in his care he enlisted 
the expertise of renowned falconer Steve Layman.   

Steve pioneered the use of operant 
conditioning (the same techniques 
used to  t ra in  do lph ins ) ,  in 
falconry.  He completed Explosions 
rehabilitation and by July determined 
she was ready for release. 

Just prior to her release Dan Varland, 
a wi ld l i fe biologist with the 
W ash ington Coas ta l  Raptors 
Monitoring Program applied the leg 
bands that will allow sightings of 
Explosion to be tracked. 

On July 12th, in the company of many 
of the people responsible for her care, 
Explosion was released into a 
cloudless blue sky by the man who 
found her. 

Falcon... (continued)  Termites...     (continued)           

From its colony in the soil the termite builds tubes of mud 
across surfaces conducting moisture into the wood where it 
feeds.  Termites are very careful to keep their above ground 
activities water tight and will immediately repair damaged 
tubes.   

Because of this 
m o i s t u r e 
requirement the 
closer a structure is 
to the soil the 
greater its risk of 
infestation.  Slab 
floors and earth 
filled porches are 
the most common 
points of entry but 
leaking windows 
and door frames 
can attract them to areas far above ground. 

In areas where a hot water tank has been set on the slab 
floor escaping heat through the base of the tank can also be 
very attractive. 

Often the mud tubes are the only sign of trouble unless the 
insects swarm into your home. 

Subterranean termite swarms occur here from August to 
November peaking near the end of September.  The 
swarming insects are about 1/4 inch long, black with clear 
wings and can be seen emerging from the ground on warm 
autumn days usually following a light rain.  After the nuptial 
flight they shed their wings and mated pairs can be seen 
searching for a place to start a new colony.  These mated 
pairs often look like a single insect because the male will 
follow the female closely to prevent rivals from mating with 
her. 

Mated pairs are often found inside homes and shed wings 
may pile up against outside walls but neither of these events 
indicates an infestation in your home.  Mud tubes or insects 
swarming into your home do.  

Termites can consume an entire piece of wood leaving 
nothing but the hard parts of the rings and the paint.  
Fortunately the local species seldom does damage in the 
short term but if left untreated the cumulative damage can be 
significant.  

The least expensive and effective way to deal with termites is 
to have your home treated while it is being built.  
Unfortunately, since local building codes do not require 
treatment this is seldom done in Washington. 

If termites are detected in your home there are effective ways 
to treat for them that don't require putting a tent over the 
house.  Applications made to the soil along the foundation 
can intercept termites as they move through the soil.  Any 
insects working above ground are killed when they return to 
the soil or when they come in contact with other members of 
the colony that have returned from the soil. 

Service Targets:  

Current applications are focused on spiders, ants, sow bugs, earwigs and millipedes.     

Suspend (deltamethrin) is being applied to foundation, siding and eaves.  

We do guaranty the performance of our services.   

If you have problems or questions regarding your service please call promptly. 

Mud tubes behind water tank. 

The Honey Do List:  

�'�R�Q�¶�W���S�X�W���L�W���R�I�I���R�Q���R�X�U���E�H�K�D�O�I�� 
We always encourage you to maintain your home.  If you 
need to pressure wash your siding please call us and we can 
schedule around it or arrange to treat afterwards at no 
charge.  

Wacky Facts:  

�7�K�H���O�R�Z�O�\���F�R�F�N�U�R�D�F�K�« 
 
Hairs on a roaches belly sense the change in air pressure 
long before your hand arrives. 
 
The signal to run is a reflex like the one in your knee. 
 
Though they have six legs they only run on the back two. 
 
A running roach supports its body on a cushion of air like an 
air hockey puck. 
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