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Squirrels , those cute 
little, frolicking, furry 
c r i t t e r s  r o m p i n g 
through the yard.  We 
laugh at their acrobatic 
antics. We feed them 
and encourage them 
and praise their 
playfulness and thené 
one moves into the 
attic or chews a hole in 
the side of the house.  

Suddenly the cute 
wears right off and itôs 
outright war. Lost sleep 
and growing concern 
about what they are chewing on replace the warm fuzzy 
feelings faster than you can say ñChip & Daleò. 

There are four species of squirrel native to Washington state 
but the Douglas squirrel is the one most often seen along the 
coast.  It is also the one most likely to aggressively attempt to 
enter your home.   

Douglas squirrels typically produce two litters a year, spring 
and fall, with two to four young in each litter.  The young take 
approximately ninety days to mature and usually start making 
their first forays out of the nest around 60 days. 

Squirrels are closely related to rats (they just get better P.R.). 
People who get excited about feeding a squirrel in the yard 
wonôt tolerate a rat in the neighborhood, yet they can be just 
as destructive. 

If a squirrel can get a grip on the siding or cross over a branch 
or power line to the roof they will often work ceaselessly to 
gain entry to the attic.  Plastic vent covers, lead or rubber 
utility boots, even wooden bird blocks in soffits are no match 
for a determined squirrel.  

Once in, these animals will damage insulation to build a nest.  
They trample and defecate in the insulation rendering it 
useless and they often chew insulation off of wiring.  They will 
also carry food into the attic, which can lead to insect 
problems years after they leave (which they seldom do of 

their own accord).                                                 Continued...  

WELCOME, to Winter issue of The Spinneret.   The Bike is polished and tucked away in the hopes of an early spring, the 

snowboard is waxed and standing in the corner in hopes of another good winter of boarding and here at BEACON we are taking 
the winter season opportunity to hone our skills, maintain our tools and upgrade our services.  New technicians are working on 
their apprenticeships as we bid farewell to those moving on.  We look forward to another year of growth and development in our 
quest to remaining the most recommended pest control company in the area. ïEd. 

Critter Chronicles:  

Creepy Crawlies:       

Daddy longlegs ,  
theyôre creepy, theyôre 
crawly, they have 
eight legs, they hunt 
and eat insects buté
they are not spiders.   

A long running myth  
suggests that this is 
the most poisonous 
insect you will ever 
encounter but it just 
doesn't have the 
mouthparts to bite us.    

Sometimes this myth 
is transferred to the harmless, common house spider which 
looks similar and is also referred to as a Daddy Longleg. 

The good news is this critter doesn't have any venom even if 
it could bite. 

This animal can be found in fossil records 350-400 million 
years old and is so successful it hasn't evolved much since 

then.                                                                    Continuedé 

The Honey Do List:  

óTis  the season to be squeezôn. 

...so don't forget to squeeze your Honey.  

 

Winter is traditionally a time at BEACON to give 
thanks to those responsible for our success.   

Because of your trust and support BEACON has been able to 
continue operating the WILDLIFE Rescue service.   

We have been able to donate our services to the 
Ocean Shores and Copalis Beach food banks, Anchor 
Avenue Thrift Store, and North Beach PAWS.  

Additionally, we have been able to help support the Moclips/
Pacific Beach Fire Dept. and Ocean Shores Chamber of 
Commerce with toy filled wagons for their auctions. 

Finally, we are able to help support many of the 
events that showcase our community.  

All of this is possible thanks to your patronage.  So, 
while you are at ité Give yourself a squeeze too.  
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Squirrels rarely transmit illnesses to humans however, like 
rats, they carry fleas and other parasites and can transmit 
tularemia.  They are also a reservoir for the plague virus. 

Generally speaking, feeding squirrels is a bad idea and hand 
feeding an even worse one.  These animals quickly loose 
their fear of man and become very aggressive when they 
don't get what they want.  One second you're coaxing a 
squirrel to come closer with a peanut, the next youôre 
snatching back a bloody finger because one peanut wasn't 
the squirrels objective. 

If there is such a thing as a squirrel proof bird feeder I haven't 
seen it. Feeders capable of keeping squirrels out don't 
prevent birds from slinging seed on the ground, which they 
seem to do with gusto. 

Douglas squirrels are not endangered but they are protected 
by state law.  Trapping or relocation is considered a last 
resort which often leads to the death of the animal and is 
never as effective as eliminating the conditions encouraging 
the animal in the first place. 

If you have squirrels you have to eliminate excess food (pet 
food, bird food), eliminate harborage (wood piles, items 
stored outside), and eliminate access (tree branches within 
10  feet of the roof, seal openings to the attic).    

Once squirrels get established in your attic you should get 
professional advice on when and how to remove them.  In 
the case of a female with young there are things you need to 
do to avoid having the young die in the attic or having the 
female really do significant damage trying to get back to her 
young.   

For additional information, The Dept. of Fish & Wildlife has 
an extensive portion of their website dedicated to ñLiving with 
Wildlifeòat: http://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/living/tree_squirrels.htm ƴ 

Critter Chronicles:               ...continued  Creepy Crawlies:               ...continued       

Ancient as it is, it has highly developed eyes but they are 
fixed on its head in a position that doesn't allow it to see 
where it is going or what it is eating.   

Most of the information about its surroundings comes from 
sensations gathered by its highly sensitive, elongated second 
pair of legs which are used for probing and sensing vibra-
tions. 

Daddy longlegs, also known as Huntsmen or Harvestmen, 
are in an order of their own called opiliones. 

Even though they have eight legs their similarities to spiders 
end there.  

Daddy longlegs don't make silk or webs to catch prey, they 
hunt by stalking. They will eat live or dead insects, plants and 
plant juices, even feces. 

If threatened they exude defensive (smelly) compounds and if 
injured can re-grow lost legs. 

Most opilionids only live one year.  The females lay eggs in 
the soil each fall.  In the spring the young emerge looking like 
miniature versions of their parents.  As they grow they shed 
their skin like other insects and after a summer of feeding, 
they mate and start the cycle all over. 

So the next time you see one of these spider like creatures 
just remember, they are just harmless janitors helping clean 
up the yard, not the most poisonous toothless insect in the 
world.ƴ 

Winter services focus on preventive 
treatment of the crawlspace under your 
home with borate dust.  This application 
takes about 5 minutes to complete and 
helps control insects in the crawlspace 
all year long.  It is a deterrent for wood 
boring beetles, termites and carpenter 
ants.  

If you are scheduled to receive an inspection this year you 
will find it accompanying this news letter.  These inspections 
are designed to provide early detection of wood damaging 
pests, rodent activity, moisture and other environmental con-
ditions that can afflict your home. 

If you have any questions about your service donôt hesitate to 
call.    

Service Targets:  

Comings and Goings:  

Comings:  Don Richardson 
joins the BEACON Pest Control 
family this winter.  A recent 
transplant from Florida, Don is 
having his first experiences with 
snow, cold rain and mountains. 
He is currently completing his 
apprenticeship and you should 
start seeing his bright, smiling 
face early this spring. 

 
Goings:  Sadly we find ourselves bidding 
farewell to Amanda this winter.  Modeling and 
dog training have called her away to sunny 
San Diego.  Amanda was well liked by our 
clients and was a valuable asset to BEACON.  
We wish her the best of fortune in her new 
endeavor.  

 
Comings:  With great pride, the owners 
of BEACON Pest Control announce 
the arrival of their first grandchild.  A 
girl, Adrienne Rose Mitchell arrived 
September 2nd at 3:52 pm, 7 pounds 
4.5 oz. 19 inches.  Fourth generation 
pest control operator 2026? 

 

A New Looké  

 

After almost 20 years 
the old BEACON is 
getting a makeover. 
New logo work will be 
replacing the old 
standard but you can 
continue to count on the 
same great service from 
all the people that stand 
behind this emblem.< 

Evolution:  


